
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN GRACELESS RELIGION GETS IN THE WAY 

This series is about rediscovering Jesus’ love through what made him mad. 

OPENING QUESTION – use these questions to connect with others in your group 

1. Share a nickname that you have had in your life.  How did that nickname start? 

2. Talk about the first word or image that comes to mind when you hear the word 
“judgment.” Explain why you think those words or images stand out to you. 

KEY POINTS – take a minute to review the key points from this weekend’s 
message 

1. Graceless Religion values keeping rules over love and compassion. 

2. Jesus gets mad when Graceless Religion blocks people from experiencing God’s love 
and grace.   

3. We imitate Jesus when we lead with grace and land with truth because there is more 
grace in God than sin in people. 

4. Jesus wants us to be a second chancer instead of a stone thrower. 

5. Jesus invites us to live everyday in His grace. 

SCRIPTURES USED IN THE MESSAGE: Mark 3:1-6; John 8:2-11; Romans 2:4; Galatians 6:1-
3 

RESPOND 

Talk about a thought, phrase, or moment from this weekend’s message that stuck with you.  
Give a brief reason for why these things stuck with you. 

 

 



During the message, Ben mentioned that the story of the woman caught in adultery (John 
8:2-11) was sometimes removed from the Bible by early Christians because of Jesus’ 
response to her sin. Talk about any questions or thoughts that come to mind as you think 
about this. 

Read Matthew 7:1-5 - Read slowly, making a note of words or phrases that stand out to you. 

 

 

Jesus begins this passage by saying, “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.” (v. 1) Talk 
about how you have learned this principle in your own life. 

 

Think about the illustration comparing a speck of sawdust to a wood beam. Have you ever 
put yourself above someone else because of their actions or attitudes and then discovered 
dark stuff in your own life? Talk about what God taught you as a result of that experience.  

 

 

 

The word Jesus uses for people who put themselves above others (the heart of judgment) is 
“hypocrite.” The original word was a theater term that means to “wear a mask or play a 
character.” Talk about why this word makes sense in light of what Jesus is talking about.   

 

 

 

As we close the “What Made Jesus Mad?” series, talk about a key insight from the past four 
weeks that has deeply impacted you.   

 

APPLY 

Reflect this week on where you need to embrace grace from God for something in your life 
that you have felt guilt or shame over 

 

AND/OR 

 

Reflect this week on a place where you are judging others and need to extend grace to them.  

Pray 


